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very first-class, but easily held his place as chief man. He did
not talk a lot in the discussion, but he talked well and showed
a complete grasp of the subject, which was the respective virtues
of a conscription of wealth and a heavier income-tax to meet
after-war budget. It was admirably carried on by George Paish,
Sidney Webb, Hartley Withers, Graham Wallas, and J. A.
Hobson. Withers (anti-conscription) was beaten, indeed yielded
at the end. The conclusion was that super-tax should be much
more steeply graded, and that as much of national debt should
be paid off by conscription of wealth as would enable income
tax to stay at 55. in the •£.
Apropos of taxation Spender told a funny story. He said a
Frenchman (official) in England had recently asked him for
details of our income and super-tax. Spender gave them, but
the Frenchman would not believe them. He could not credit
the high rates, and demanded documentary proofs. When he
got them and was convinced he exclaimed: " Mais c'est
1'anarchie! " which incidentally shows how anarchy can be
confused with its most striking opposite.
Yacht Club, London, Monday, March iBth.
On Saturday we went to Oundle to stay with the Sandersons 1
for the week-end and I greatly enjoyed it—especially Sanderson's
company. He is a great modernist, with a fruity sense of
humour and much personal power. Food excellent, Mrs.
Sanderson being a mctitresse femme. On Saturday night we
attended a school debate on the subject: "Is enough as good
as a feast ? " Not brilliant, but one or two boys had a pretty
turn for sarcasm. On Sunday, the first morning Church of
England service I ever (I think) attended in my life. In the
afternoon two masters gave us the Kreutzer Sonata—just that.
The piano part was played by Brewster, the mathematical master,
very well. Applause not allowed. Then S. and I and Chadwick
(apparently running the library, etc.) went to the library and
art rooms, and I aroused the sympathy of S. by inveighing
against there being reproductions of only old masters on view.
He knows nothing about painting, but he was at once very
anxious for me to send him a list of very modern painters.
I also objected to the prominence given on the walls to mere
large photos of cathedrals. Chadwick agreed. This will be
1 F. W. Sanderson, headmaster of Oundle School.
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